Group 3: the elderly-In this group protrusion of the acetabulum is invariably associated with osteoarthritis (Fig. 5) . This is in contrast to Groups 1 and 2 in which serial radiography shows the protrusion of the acetabulum to develop first, and to be followed later by osteoarthritis. That the condition can occur de novo at the age of fifty to sixty in hips previously normal radiologically has been noted (Scott 1969) , and would suggest some generalised bone disorder that is manifest at the joints that bear, over a small area, virtually the whole body weight with each step. 
